
[ Collingwood ] 
SMALL MAT TERS

A R C H I T E C T / D E S I G N E R

Milieu + DKO + SLAB Architecture

Photographs 
TOM BLACHFORD

+ KATE BALLIS

This page, clockwise from top The six-level building in inner-city Collingwood 
sits neatly within the confines of a 76sqm site. In the kitchen, MDF Italia 

chairs, Craighill ‘Jack’ puzzle on a Zanat ‘Touch’ tray and Moroso side table, 
all from Hub. Vases from Dinosaur Designs. Moroso sofa, Anta ‘Afra’ lamp 

and When Objects Work containers, all from Hub. Opposite page Landscape, 
New England artwork by Geoffrey Proud from Hub.
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”ADAPTABLE 
SPACE S,  CLEVER 

STOR AGE  AND 
INBUILT  JOINERY 

WERE  ALL 
ESSENTIAL.”

This page, clockwise from top left SCP ‘Lansdowne’ sofa, a Moroso rug, coffee table and 
‘Mark’ side table, all from Hub. Moroso ‘Take A Line For A Walk’ armchair and Landscape, 
New England artwork by Geoffrey Proud, both from Hub. Lowe Furniture desk, Overgaard 

& Dyrman ‘Wire’ chair and artwork by William Mathewson, all from Hub. Henry Wilson 
accessories. Gandia Blasco outdoor furniture from Hub on the rooftop terrace, which 

enjoys views to the CBD. Opposite page, clockwise from top left The bathrooms feature 
timber joinery with natural stone surfaces. In the bedroom, Topos ‘Line’ floor lamp. Timber 

joinery lends a note of warmth to the bedroom’s sleek, utilitarian shades of grey. 

A COLL ABOR ATION between Michael 
McCormack, director of Milieu, and Jesse 
Linardi, DKO Architecture design director, 
resulted in an innovative, space-saving home. 

How did you become involved with this project 
and what was the client’s brief? Jesse is a great 
friend and he was looking to design a home 
for himself. When we saw this site we knew it 
was ideal for a collaboration. The project is in 
Collingwood, quite near the Milieu office, so 
we know the neighbourhood well and wanted 
to contribute positively to the area. What 
were the challenges and how did you resolve them? 
We acquired what was an old garage, and 
converted the small footprint into two 
vertical homes. The biggest challenge was 
working within the 76sqm site. We came up 
with a scheme that extends to all boundaries 
– a challenge in itself for council approval – 
and rises six levels, including a basement 
lounge, ground-level garage, and roof-top 
terrace. How would you describe the completed 
interior? It was driven by a need to maximise 
space. SLAB Architecture, run by Jesse’s 
wife Seada, devised an interior scheme that 

marries the exterior materials with steel and 
raw concrete, softened by natural finishes. 
Adaptable spaces, clever storage, and inbuilt 
joinery were all essential. What are some of 
your favourite design elements? Were there any 
devices used to maximise the sense of space? The 
exterior is cocooned in pressed and perforated 
metal cladding, creating a jewellery box-like 
form. Operable screens open to the street, so 
the building changes in appearance as well as 
adapts to interior needs. The kitchen and 
living areas have multifunctional elements 
such as a movable timber slab on the table 
which acts as a chopping block and extended 
bench but, when removed, increases the 
dining capacity. What informed the selection of 
furniture, art, fittings and finishes? We worked 
with Hub to select key pieces. Due to the 
lofty ceilings and full-height glazing, the 
spaces feel open and generous even when 
furnished. Were the owners happy with the 
execution? With the owners also acting as 
architects, they are thrilled, and we plan 
more collaborations in future. milieuproperty.
com.au; dko.com.au; slabarchitecture.com
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