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Yet, with key from quality to supply and longevity, how o we create apartment
that wi of i ive within them?
2 to issues on a panel

being held Wednesday 18 July. Those experts are architects Karen Aleock, principal of MAArchitects, and
Kerstin Thompson, principal of Kerstin Thompson Architects; and developers Kyle Reeve, development
manager of ICON Developments, and Mike McCormack, co-director of Milieu.

that both it the panel recognise is the shift
towards owner-occupiers. The industry is now responding to the changing needs of society, creating spaces that

are truly liveable in the long-term, aceording to architect Karen Alcock.

“We need Tong-term not just y to be dsold,”
Aleock says.
“We are also in a period of 1 » 2h and

understandably critical of the design that they purchase. You can't get away from the investment aspect of any

P s we ign which we beli good investment.”

Kerstin Thompson points out that the design of every indi i project has wider implications for

the cties we are creating.

“Arguably, the aspect of residential buildings that is most instrumental in determining quality, both within and

beyond the individual dwelling, i the building shell and in particular its typology,” says Thompson.

- h typol p between public, private and

common space, between one household and the next. In designing for domesti

iss we are also inevitably

forming the civic realm.”

“We need to provide for a greater range and inventi n g types, t
range of ~ not only young professionals b ilies and the elderly  and support this mix
\ ool co-working
spaces and the like.”
ICON are kind s
d inability. ICON's 122 Roseneath Street project, in Clifton Hill, co-created in partnership with

‘Assemble Projects and Wulff Projects, is the perfect example. Innovative in several respects, the project began

orderto to potential residents.
“Historically, multi-residential about yield, costs and projects have been delivered
simply top people. I think one of right n

i inga istic vi idering who the occupant actually is. Intensive consultation

and a greater emphasis on owner occupiers are key trends here,” ICON's Kyle Reeve says.

e McCormack, co-director at Milieu — which is currently working on a Brunswick project, Breese Street, with

DKO and Breathe Architect ign can be achieved while still

delivering on affordability.

“At the d we P , who they will be and what they are likely

in their home. isi E by our own experi i also through

detailed buyer engagement and feedback. We invest i ‘materials - inside and out - and finishes and

qualit

fixtures that will last. This means our properties will wear in rather than wear out, and in turn hold their value
and appreciate over time. We have experienced this through the few re-sale results of Milieu homes,”

McCormack says.

“ . from an ever better informed market. For
example, on our Breese Street project, through our design survey, buyers told us they didn't necessarily need air

conditioning as standard. Therefore, instead ic heating and ceiling d

offered Al Listening to what us

their needs now and into the future.”

and others agree.

“People often say design is driven by architects, and I totally agree, however the decisionmaking authority

ultimately sits with developers” says Reeve.

“T really app it the architect should
understand achieved.”
Like Thompson, oy overa be built 2 h

believes Australia might benefit from by looking at the United States and Europe’s approach to apartment

ownership.

iges of lfe change so significantly i might not be able to provi ing
need but you can have a well-designed building that does. It's not uncommon in the United States for a person
to move from a two-bedroom to a three bedroom and then, later in lfe, downsize to a one-bedroom — all in the

same development,” Reeve says.
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