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'.Melbt!;iu%’ne shows what can be achieved on the

Outszde the

Thé hardl Townhouse in Collingwood,

L )

,-sm fﬁst of sites. Built wertlcaily over six levels,
wam ’mrwnht::nusesI are beautifully crafted by

. s; and nwners Jesse and Seada Linardi.
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inding a patch of dirt to build on

is becoming extremely diflicull in

Melbourne, particularly in the inner

city. However, husband and wile
architects - and recent parents - Jesse and
Seada Linardi found an unlikely sliver of land
in Collingwood. Jesse, a director ol DO
Architecture and Seada, director of SLAB,
worked with their friend and developer Michael
AMeCormack, director of Milieu Property. " We
wanted to build a family home, testing ideas
that would be more challenging for clients.”
savs Jesse. " We didn't set limits from the starl.
It was simply putting our ideas out there and
seeing whalt could be achieved.” adds Seada.

(Once a double garage for an adjacent
Victorian building, the entire site is a meager
75 square metres. Building one townhouse on
such a site would be commendable, but two?!
The other constraint within this site was that
only one elevation, orientated to the west,
would receive full sunlight (other elevations
are impeded with neighbouring properties).
Fortunately the site just “squeezes in” toa
commercial zone, with the neighbouring
properties zoned residential. “We couldn’
have reached this height if the site was just a
few metres to the north,” savs Jesse.

However, given the proximity of neighbouring
residential properties, the couple was mindful
of creating visual bulk.

The couple lives in one townhouse, with
Michael originally intending to live in the other.
However plans changed - as they're often wont
to do — and the Linardis’ new neighbour is
architect Michael Drescher, a fellow director
of DK Architecture. “The two are slightly
ditferent, but vou could say they ‘read’ as one
building.” Jesse notes.

Perhaps the only marker that there are
two homes rather than one is the strip of LED

lights framing each doorbell. Each one is wy :
7% i aTe ’ 21 2 v

programmed to display ditferent colours so ]"" en wu h{' n ]" ou Z{ ave {h‘(
there’s no confusion for guests finding the front * .

[ } i - £ _" J . j (] ] j.
door. However, behind the black powder-coated ‘Hh‘if{f( rs ([(j‘("{ f-{! {hi‘, eS ‘HE“’[ {h.(
perforated steel facade (enveloping all four e I - o - i »3
elevations) are six levels, each one identical in '[{u;i}[j!{ [{ h,()’;?{ ( f.-}”?t’n!f If:” f'”‘{{jhl'
footprint. “This is far from the open-plan living
arrangement vou find in most homes. This place
is more of a ‘hamburger plan’, with each level
providing a different filling,” says Jesse.
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ARCHITECTS JESSE AND SEADA LINARDEWITH THEIR NEWBORN BABY GIRL, SAVANAH, IN THE KITCHEMN THE SIX-LEVEL TOWNHOUSE, INCLUDING THE ROOFTOP GARDEM
BECOMES ‘AMIMATED WHEM THE PERFORATED STEEL SCREEMS ARE OFEMED THE OPEMN-PLAM KITCHEM AND LIVIMG ROOM CAM BE CLOSED WITH THREE LAYERS: SHUTTERS
WIMDOWS AMD LINEM CURTAIMS
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“T'his is far from the open-plan living
arrangement you find in most homes. This place
Is more of a “hamburger plan’, with each level
providing a different filling.”

THE MAIN BEDROOM INMCLUDES A SMOKED GLASS-FRAMED ENSUITE TO BOTH REFLECT LIGHT AMD TO INCREASE A SEMSE OF SPACE THE MAIN BEDROCM FEATURES
GEMEROUS BUILT-IN QAR JOINERY.

SAVAMAH OSCILLATES BETWEEN THE COUPLE™S BED AND HER BASSIMET A STAIRCASE PIERCES EACH LEVEL
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5 A GREEM WALL SEPARATING THE ENTRANCE FROM THE GA
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With the gritty urban streetscape featuring

a meélange of building tvpes, from warehouses
and apartments to Victorian cottages, the
Linardis decided on pursuing a more abstract
form of architecture: something that didn't
resemble a conventional house. Each level
comprises a four-byv-nine-metre tfloor plan,
with a stairwell and adjoining lightwell
breezeway offering light and ventilation
throughout each level. “We could have gained
a few extra centimetres by not having the
lightwell, but we wanted to have air continually
circulate,” savs Seada.

Giiven the dimensions, there wasn't sufficient
room for a lift. “Having a lift would have lost
us about one tenth of each floor plate. And
climbing stairs every day is a great way to keep
fit,” she adds. While many might be putfed out
by the time they reached the rooftop garden
with its plunge pool, the Linardis tend to spend
maost of their time oscillating between the upper
levels, particularly the kitchen and living area
on the fifth level.

At basement level there is the media room
gpest bedroom with an ensuite and fold-out
bed concealed behind one of the cupboards.

At ground level is the garage and entrance.

A second bedroom and bathroom can be found
on level one, with the main bedroom and ensuite
located on the floor above. *We spend most of
our time around the kitchen bench, particularly
on the weekend. We both love cooking.” savs
Seada. " It's truly an event, not just serving up
ameal. Jesse will generally put on his records
|there’s a built-in record plaver in the style of
the 70s that allows the vinvl to be Hipped over|
while we're chopping up vegetables.” One of the
many nifty design features is the treatment ot
the kitchen, with its steel dining table piercing
what the couple refers to as a chopping block.
The timber block — often used to chop food
can be wheeled away to allow the dining table

to be fully expressed and accommodate up

to eight people,

While the house can be closed down during
the colder months of the vear, with three-metre-
wide pertorated steel shutters featuring on
three levels to the western elevation, during the
warmer months it can be opened completely
with both the shutters and generous western
glazed windows pulled back. “ Even when
vou leave the shutters closed, there’s still the
dappled light coming through,” says Seada,
whao included additional lavers of block-oul
blinds and sheer curtains for each level.

JESSE AMD SEADA ENJOY TIME WITH SAVANAH
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Although there’s no back garden or balcony,
there was sullicient room to include a rooftop
garden. Offering views ol the citv as well as the
Dandenong Ranges — on a clear day at least
this impressive backdrop makes the effort of
climbing every step worth it! And rather than
just a few pot plants dotted around the terrace,

there is also a plunge pool. “We use this space
as though it’s another room, particularly as

it's only one staircase away from the kitchen,” ]{(f{hf‘? Ehurnjusf Efﬁﬂi’ﬁﬂf pfun{ﬁ

savs Seada. Jesse and Seada aren’t thinking

about life in their old age. Thev have a more HIU'I {(JH’ (11 ,}U”{Il {h\ij {ij’r*ra(-{;-, ff?fr‘f‘(* t;H

conventional beach house at St Andrews Beach
on Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula and .Jesse’s ( p&”?q{q }')ﬁ”!_
maother lives in a four-storev house without -
a lift. “She never complains. You just use the
spaces differently,” savs Jesse,
The Linardis” townhouse isn't just a
gimmicky idea to slow down traffic, although
many strolling past take the time to reflect on
what thev're looking at. But the residence also
shows what can be achieved when architects
think outside the box and take risks to deliver
truly great architecture.

A CROSS5-5ECTION OF THE TOWNHOUSE INCLUDES A ROOF TOP PLUNGE POOL WITH CITY VIEWS AND A BASEMENT THEATRE AT THE OTHER END OF THE SPIME




